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Vernasco’s
2-putton 18
seals victory

Edges out Till, clalms Ist City tltle
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' When Steve Vernasco was'

coaching high school golf, he ad-
vised his players not to tell a golfer
where he stood on the leader board
unless he asked. A
On the last hole Monday at the
Senior City Championship. Verna-
sco wanted to know what he need-
ed to do on the 18111 green, and
the gallery told
EA———
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WEB win it.
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net/galleries “l got up
here and I didn’t
find out until I got on the green that

I needed a two-putt to win,” said
Vernasco, who got his first victory
in four appearances at the Senior
City, which is run by the Senior
Golf Association of Fort Wayne. “I
asked somebody, just so [ knew. If
you've got to make it, then you'll
putt differently than if you've just
got to two-putt. I wanted to know.”

‘Vemasco won the Fort Wayne
Golf Association’s City Cham-
pionship in 1989, 1999 and 2002
but said he’d been in a “14-year
drought” at local major tourna-
ments before winning at Coyote
Creek, a club he knows well be-

Defending City Senior cham-
pion Sam Till Jr. missed re-
peating by a stroke.

LEADER BOARD
At Coyote Creek
Par 72
Steve Vernasco 69-70-139 5 under
Sam Till Jr. 72-68-140 4 under
Matt Schmidt 72-68-140 4 under
Mark Rietdorf 72-70-142 2 under
Tom Wood 70-73-143 1 under

cause he's a former member.

“I can’t tell you how lucky we
are just in Fort Wayne (to have
tournaments like this). I think
about it all the time” Vernasco
said. “I"ve been at this since 1991
in Fort Wayne golf. It's a neat
thing we have going, and you're
just humbled because there are so
many good golfers in Fort Wayne.
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ong putt from the edge of the No. 9 green during the final round
Championship on Monday at Coyote Creek.
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it’s very special.”

Vemasco finished one
smke ahead of Sam Till Jr.,

the champion in 2003, 2005,
2009, 2014 and 2015, whoea-
gled the 478-yard 18th witha
short putt to pull into a tie for
second with Matt Schmidt.
Both had final-round 68s to
finish 4 under.

Mark Rietdorf, who won
the Senior City in 2008, the
last time it had been at Coy-
ote Creek, shot a 70 to fin-
ish at 2 under and in fourth
place. Tom Wood, the cham-

pionin 2011 and 2013, post-
ed a 73 to finish 1 under and

in fifth place. And Dr. Bill
A.tgus the first-round leader
at 4 under, finished in sixth
place at even par.

The course played at
6,209 yards, shorter than
Vernasco, 58, is accustomed
to at Coyote Creek.

“You still hit driver off the
tee, but a lot shorter irons.
Today, I hit the ball with the
irons really bad. They were
on the green, but somethin;
was wrong,” Vernasco s.m?
“I two-putted a lot, though. I
was patient. (My knowledge
of the greens) helped once
I figured out I was standing
up too tall and I was pull-
ing every putt. I rubbed Jim
Reecer's shoulders — he's
the best putter in Fort Wayne
—and all of a sudden 1 made

three in a row. So, it’s all
thanks to Jim Reecer.”

After he birdied the par-3
14th, Vernasco had a mirac-
ulous save on the par-5 15th.
His second shot hit a cart
path and a tree, and after hit-
ting out from under trees, he
drained a 20-foot birdie putt
to go to 5 under.

“Then on 17, I hit proba-
bly the best shot of my life,
putting a 3-iron to about 4
feet away (on the 200-yard
par-3), but then I had to
putt right over a giant spike
mark,” Vernasco said. “It
was right in my line and the
ball hopped up and hit the
lip. I had been hoping for a

igger lead going into the
last hole.”

But he got his par on 18
and the championship.
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